
Additive manufacturing solutions 

RAPID 2012
Exhibitions and Conferences

Trade Show

Scanning
Imaging
Rapid Prototyping

June 2012

Ximena Matus



1Trade Show

2012 was the year where RAPID was held in Atlanta. Organized by 
the SME (Society of Manufacturing Engineers) this year the trade-
show presented new technologies for 3D imaging and additive man-
ufacturing.

Known as the “capital of the South” Atlanta provides plenty of places 
for sight-seeing entertainment, like the CNN world headquarters, the 
Centennial Olympic Park dedicated to the Olympic games, the new 
World of Coca-Cola, the Aquarium, shopping centers, restaurants 
and more within walking distance.

FLAAR Reports has attended for several years this expo on three 
occasions in past years, because we are interested in this technol-
ogy for educational purposes, especially its application for cultural 
heritage.

The city provides entertainment within walking distance, you can enjoy restau-
rants, shopping centers, stores and more in the downtown area.
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I was glad to find the Tourist information kiosks with 
very polite and pretty well informed officers. If you 
have doubts or lost, or just want to know what-to-do 
in Atlanta don’t hesitate to contact them. Or if you 
feel going on your own, there are maps and informa-
tion signs throughout the city with information about 
the places nearby on walking distance and locations.

Located in the downtown, the expo was 
reachable from different points. From 
the airport you can take the MARTA 
(Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority) 
to the Peachtree Center Train Station 
via Peachtree Center Mall, and there 
you find in the food court a connection 
to the Hyatt Regency hotel. The only 
problem we found was trying to buy a 
single card for the transportation sys-
tem and no reliable staff to ask for in-
formation.  You can use the buses or 
the trains to move around the city, but 
figuring out how to buy a one-way ticket 
was impossible (and poorly organized).

Local Transportation

You can find the Tourist Information 
kiosks in the downtown area.
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The Venue: Hyatt Regency

The elegant Hyatt Regency hotel, located in the 
downtown, was in walking-distance from many 
hotels and restaurants, so it was easy to reach it.

The hotel premises were great and complete, even 
the Press center was a really nice and comfortable 
place to work. We were gladly to know there was a 
Wi-Fi connection in the exhibition area.

The organization of the event 
was really nice with polite and 
friendly staff, especially in the 
Press R oom and in the regis-
tration area.  Surely all the at-
tendees enjoyed the time at 
RAPID.

RAPID 2012Inside view of the Hyatt Regency Atl.

View of the exhibition room 
at RAPID 2012.
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The exhibition room was divided by 
categories: 3D Imaging, Additive man-
ufacturing, Contemporary Art Gallery, 
etc.  The different companies exhibited 
their products and innovations in the 
3D Imaging and prototyping field.

Walking through the aisles at RAPID 2012 we enjoyed the exhibition of the 
different companies and their products.
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Contemporary Art Gallery
The Contemporary Art Gallery initiated by SME (So-
ciety of Manufacturing Engineers) in 2012 presented 
this year the creativity and design of talented artists 
using additive manufacturing techniques. In a specif-
ic area of the exhibition you could enjoy the artwork 
presented.

If you want to see the work of 
the different artists check our 
FLAAR Report “3D Model build-
ing (Rapid prototyping) for Con-
temporary Art”.

The Contemporary Art Gallery was dedicated to artists to promote
 their work using additive manufacturing technologies.
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Lectures
It was very interesting to see all the availa-
ble lectures they had. Divided in three cat-
egories: 3D Imaging, Medical & Dental and 
Transportation, the lectures surely provide 
attendees a whole variety of information, 
updates and projects.

The only problem we found was that in the 
brochures and magazines there was no in-
formation about where the rooms were lo-
cated where the lectures were held at, but 
after asking the enthusiastic staff we found 
the room.

RAPID presented a variety of short lectures with informa-
tion about new technologies, projects and companies.
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We visited the “Heritage, Arts and 3D 
Technologies”(3D Imaging) lecture. This 
lecture was given by Charles-Olivier Roy 
from Artisans due Passage and he ex-
posed how the technology (3D scanning 
and 3D prototyping) supported the crea-
tion of a bronze statue replica. 

Charles-Olivier Roy explaining the importance of the 3D Imag-
ing and additive manufacturing for creating a bronze statue.
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Fashion meets additive 
manufacturing: 
3D FABulous Fashion Show

3D printing is crossing the barriers and expanding every day 
a little bit more into different fields such as fashion design. 
This year RAPID organized a Fashion show where talented 
designers presented their proposals and the chosen ones 
were printed and presented in a fabulous runway and also 
presented designs from well-known designers. 
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Exhibitor Innovation award
RAPID gave the Mcor Iris booth the RRAM/SME Rapid 2012 Exhibitor 
Innovation Award, and we surely support their decision. 

What I liked the most about this booth was the categorization of the activities in 
the booth. Having a central organic-shape structure allowed the booth to create 
different spaces: one for the gallery of 3D printed samples, one for the printer and 
information about it, and one for PR.

We enjoyed attending the RAPID event for learning about 3D scanners, 3D imag-
ing software, and 3D rapid prototyping.

We recommend you consider attending their expo in 2013.

Gallery area of Mcor booth at RAPID 2012. Area at Mcor booth to exhibit their 3D printer.
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